Chapter Eleven

 We Value The Wrong Things
  Our culture really values stuff. And the more stuff we have the happier we are. We don't even think about it. It just is. Oprah had someone on her show that filled up their house with so much stuff, that they had to live in a trailer. That's a pretty extreme example, but isn't it true that you have so much stuff you don't know where to put it all? We've got attics, garages, basements and self-storage units full of stuff we've accumulated. We don't even know what to do with it all. This world really values stuff. 

  In the process of moving into our new house a year ago, we threw away so much stuff. There were boxes that were in the attic and garage that we hadn’t opened in years. Being professional movers, compliments of the military, my husband is known as the Salvation Army King. Anything you wanted to hang onto had better been kept close to your person. He gave away his mothers brand new London Fog coat one year! She left it when visiting the winter before. We were in the process of moving and he cleaned out everything in our spare closet. His reasoning was he never saw anyone wear it, so off to the Salvation Army it went. Now we are in the process of packing up and making the final move to South Carolina. There are still boxes that have not been open that he took to the dumpster as  well. I guess we didn’t need them either.

  Here in North America, it's common to have two or more cars in a family, and a lot of them are pretty nice. We on the other hand, have 5 cars. Two cars belong to our sons, and we have three cars. My husband works 50 miles outside of town, therefore the need of a spare car. Again I say, we value our stuff. Everyone has cell phones and computers, and there is a TV in every room. 

  Anthony, my husband, would say to me “Explain to me, why do we need all of this?”  My answer would be “Because, I want to make sure everyone is comfortable.” Now tell me, how dumb is that? I know the real reason, and it’s not just about making other people comfortable. In a nutshell, it is all about security. Deep down I felt at a disadvantage if I didn’t have the stuff.  

